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Rules of the South West Korfball League

1. Administration

1.1. The South West Korfball League (hereinafter referred to as the SWKL) shall be administered by the South West Korfball Association (hereinafter referred to as the SWKA).

1.2. All fixtures shall be played according to the Rules of Indoor Korfball as laid down by the International Korfball Federation (hereinafter referred to as the IKF) and the English Korfball Association (hereinafter referred to as the EKA) with the exceptions of clauses 14.1 and 14.8.

2. SWKL Committee

2.1. The SWKL Committee shall consist of the SWKL Administrator along with the SWKA Committee.

2.2. The SWKL Administrator shall control all aspects of the administration of the SWKL. In particular, the following functions are identified:

2.2.1. Fixture Co-ordination. The Administrator shall create the fixture list and ensure that fixtures are played according to the rules of the league.

2.2.2. Referees Assignment. The Administrator shall assign referees according to the rules of the league. The Administrator is in charge of collecting and processing referee reports. 

2.2.3. Discipline. The Administrator shall carry out disciplinary procedures when required.

2.2.4. Results Service. The Administrator shall, with assistance from the Club Captains, ensure results and scorers are recorded on Fixtures Live.

2.3. Specifically excluded from the Administrator role are the following functions: 
2.3.1. Accounts. The Treasurer shall maintain the league accounts 
2.3.2. Rules adjudication. In case of any doubt over the rules or their application, the SWKA committee shall adjudicate.

2.4
In any of their responsibilities, the SWKL administrator may appoint a designated representative to act on their behalf, after agreement from the SWKA Executive Committee.
3. League Structure

3.1. The highest division shall be known as the “First Division”.

3.2. The lowest division shall be known as the “Second Team Division”.

3.3. The divisions above the Second Team division shall consist the “League Proper”.

3.4. There shall be promotion and relegation between the divisions in the League Proper.

3.5. Entry into the League Proper shall be by invitation.

3.6. Where possible, there shall be no more than one team from any one club in each division of the League Proper.

3.7. No club shall have a higher team in a lower division than a lower team from that club.

3.8. The highest team, from any one club, in the SWKL, Regional League or the EKA National League shall be deemed to be their first team and shall be known as “club I”. Further teams shall be deemed to be second, third etc. and shall be known as “club II”, “club III” etc.

3.9. The SWKL Committee shall decide into which division a new team is entered, this shall normally be the lowest division. The rules of the EKA regarding formation of new clubs are applicable.

3.10. No team is allowed to refuse promotion or request relegation unless it can present, to the satisfaction of the committee, a case of substantial financial difficulty or a large loss of players.

3.11. Promotion from the SWKL proper shall be into the Regional League run in conjunction with the Welsh Korfball Association and the Oxfordshire Korfball Association (hereon in will be referred to as WKA and OKA respectively).
4. Team registration

4.1. Entry to the SWKL shall be open to teams from any club that is affiliated to the SWKA. 

4.2. Entry to the SWKL shall be by submission of a written application by the date set at the SWKA General Meeting.  In the case of the League Proper, this shall normally be the 31st of July prior to the new season. 

4.3. A team’s entry to the SWKL shall only be deemed valid once the appropriate entry fee, as specified in Appendix A of the Guidelines, has been paid. The entry fee is to be set at the SWKA AGM.

4.4. Late entries may be accepted at the discretion of the SWKA Committee but may be subject to an increased fee as specified in Appendix A of the SWKA Guidelines.
5. Player Registration

5.1. Each club shall register, on Fixtures Live, all players participating for that club in the SWKL. This shall be done via club access to Fixtures Live
5.2. Clubs shall register their players, in the first instance, by the start of the first match week each year. They should register sufficient players to run the number of teams entered into the EKA National Korfball League, the SWKA, OKA and WKA Regional League and the SWKL.

5.3. Registration of players is applicable in the Second Team Division.

5.4. In order to confirm that no ineligible players have been used, each team must submit a complete list of players and scorers to Fixtures Live for each game played in the League Proper and the Second Team Division. If the report is not submitted to Fixtures Live within a week, the SWKL Administrator shall write to the club requiring them to do so. If Fixtures Live is still not updated after a further week has passed, the SWKL committee may deem the offending team to have forfeited the match.
5.5. Subsequent registration of players shall be as early as possible, and no later than forty-eight hours after they have played their first league fixture. When a club fields a player not registered with that club they shall be liable to a fine as specified in Appendix A of the Guidelines. Where a club fields a player registered with another SWKA club they shall be liable to a fine as specified in Appendix A of the Guidelines and shall forfeit the fixture. Notification of a new player in match reports submitted to Fixtures Live shall constitute registration with the SWKL. (The exception to this rules is in 5.10)
5.6. In accordance with EKA National Korfball League rules 20 and 21 which apply to all feeder leagues the following shall apply to the League Proper (NOT the Second Team division, see 5.8) – check National League Rules for the references
5.7.1 No player shall start a fixture for more than one team during any one league week.

5.7.2 No more than two players who started a fixture in one league week may play for a lower team in the following league week.

5.7.3 Once a player has played three fixtures for one team they are considered to be a part of that team. They shall not play for another team, except in accordance with clause 5.7.2. Once they have not played for their team for three weeks they shall no longer be considered a part of that team.

5.7.4 In the event that a higher team does not have a fixture while lower team(s) do, the club shall name its starting lineup for the higher team. This shall apply when any team from the club has a league fixture.

5.7. In the Second Team Division, the following shall apply:

5.7.1. No more than 2 players who have started the corresponding League Proper fixture (1st Team Fixture) may be on the pitch at any one time for that team. The use of early substitutions in the League Proper fixture to circumvent this rule is not allowed, excepting in the case of an injury. 
5.7.2. A club may not put out a side of less than 8 players if their matchday squad contains 8 or more players, i.e. solely to avoid fielding an illegal team (playing on that day).
5.7.3. A club may not replace players who have not played in the corresponding League Proper fixture with someone who has, excepting in the case of an injury.
TO CLARIFY A CLUB MAY NOT BRING ON A 1ST TEAM PLAYER DURING A SECOND TEAM GAME UNLESS AS A RESULT OF INJURY IF THERE ARE 8 SECOND TEAM PLAYERS ON THE PITCH/AVAILABLE SUBS 
5.8. No player shall play for more than one club during any one SWKL season. Exceptions to this rule are:

5.8.1. A player may transfer his/her registration to another club at any time. This must be done in accordance with rules regarding the registration of players. At least seven days notice of re-registration is required before the player is able to play for his/her new club. This re-registration is at the discretion of the Committee, whose permission needs to be obtained.

5.8.2. Dual registration for EKA National Korfball League purposes as under clause 5.10.

5.9. A player shall be permitted to play for one club, affiliated to the SWKA, in the EKA National Korfball League and another club in the SWKL. This “dual registration” is at the discretion of the SWKL Committee, whose permission needs to be obtained in advance. The purpose of this rule is to allow student players to represent their university and play at the highest possible level and to allow players the opportunity to form new clubs and play at the highest level. However it must not be used to allow “ringers” to appear in games, and so the committee must be satisfied that the dispensation is being applied in the correct manner.
5.10. No player may register with a club if he/she owes monies to their current club or he/she, or their current club on their behalf, owes monies to any Korfball body.
5.11. Eligibility maybe further restricted in regards to Regional League in accordance to Appendix 2 
6. Arrangement of Fixtures - General

6.1. The SWKL Committee shall set the dates on which the SWKL teams are to play their fixtures. These dates shall be fixed at the earliest convenience of the SWKL Committee. 

6.2. The SWKL Committee shall inform all teams of the date, time and venue for each fixture at least four weeks prior to the first match of the SWKL season.

6.3. The SWKL Committee shall endeavour to appoint referees at least two weeks prior to the match.

6.4. Throw off times

6.4.1. All throw off times, as set out in fixture lists, must be adhered to.

6.4.2. No match shall begin after its scheduled throw off time due to a prior match running late.

6.4.3. Fixtures may be played from the prior Wednesday to the following Wednesday of the specified weekend of the fixture.

6.4.4. Fixtures played on a Saturday shall not start before 1000 hours or after 1700.

Fixtures played on a Sunday shall not start before 1000 hours or after 2030.


Fixtures played Monday-Friday shall not start before 1900 hours or after 2030.

6.4.5. Any team not ready to start at the scheduled throw off time may be fined at the rate specified in Appendix A.

6.4.6. Any fixture not starting within five minutes of the scheduled throw off time may be awarded, at the SWKL Committee’s discretion, against the offending team. If both teams are at fault the SWKL Committee may award no points or goals for the fixture.

6.4.7. Clubs must be expected to play fixtures either way round, so 1st team first or 2nd team first, if requested by the SWKL Administrator.
6.5. Postponements

6.5.1. In the event that a referee fails to attend a fixture, the teams involved should endeavour to find a suitably qualified replacement. Should this not be possible then the fixture will be postponed.

6.5.2. A fixture may be postponed in circumstances beyond the control of either team should exist. If either team could have circumvented the problem then they shall be at fault. Thus traffic conditions and double booking of halls are not justifiable reasons for a postponement.

6.5.3. In the event that a fixture is postponed, notification must be given, where possible at least seven days prior to the scheduled fixture date or as soon as is possible. The teams must then agree on a new date, which must be before the end of the league season (Super Saturday). The SWKL Committee shall have the power to set the date and venue of any postponed fixture in order that the schedule is completed on time.

7. Arrangement of Fixtures - First Division

7.1. The schedule for the First Division shall be fixed at the first meeting of the SWKL Committee

7.2. Teams shall inform the SWKL Administrator of the date, time and venue of each fixture by the date set by the SWKL Committee.

7.3. The home team is responsible for any hall costs.

7.4. Postponements:

7.4.1. A team with two or more of its players involved in International Matches is entitled to have its fixture postponed.

8. League Proper - First Division
8.1. There shall be a maximum of eight teams allowed in the First Division. 

8.2. The First Division shall be restricted to teams of the highest calibre.

8.3. Each team will play the other teams at home and away.

8.4. The highest ranked team shall be declared the SWKL Champions for that year.
8.5. First Division fixtures shall be played on a weekly basis. There shall be ‘weeks off’ as specified by the SWKL Committee. Exceptions to this may be agreed by the mutual consent of relevant clubs, and the SWKL committee.

9. League Proper - Other Divisions
9.1. There shall be as many other divisions in the League Proper as is suitable, providing the following criteria are held to.

9.2. There shall be no fewer than four and no more than eight teams in any division. These numbers may rise by one in an expansion year.

9.3. In the event that any division requires a differing number of teams to the other divisions it shall be the lowest division.

9.4. Other division fixtures shall be on a regular basis and shall be as specified by the SWKL Committee.

9.5. Where possible, each team shall play the other teams at home and away. The home matches need not be at the home team’s venue.

10. Lower Team Division

10.1. The Lower Team Divisions shall not, for any purposes, be considered a part of the SWKL League Proper.

10.2. Lower Team Division fixtures shall be on a regular basis and shall be as specified by the SWKL Committee.

11. Positions

11.1. Positions will be decided on points awarded in matches as follows:

11.1.1. Two points shall be awarded for a win.

11.1.2. One point shall be awarded for a draw.

11.1.3. Zero points shall be awarded for a loss.
11.2. Forfeited games shall be recorded with a score of 10-0 against the offending side.
11.3. Where goal difference or goals scored are used to decide places under Clause 11.4, the goals of any fixture that was forfeited and the goals of fixtures equivalent to the forfeited fixture are not counted for the purposes of final ranking.

11.4. League positions shall be decided by using the following criteria until a distinction is reached:

11.4.1. The highest number of points gained.

11.4.2. The highest goal difference.

11.4.3. The highest number of goals scored.
11.4.4. A new table shall be drawn up consisting only of the games between the teams still level, using rules 11.2.1 to 11.2.3, the order of which shall determine positions in the main table.

11.4.5. If the teams concerned are still tied, in the event that a promotion/relegation issue is to be decided the there shall be a playoff between the teams concerned, otherwise the teams shall be deemed to hold the same position.

11.5. In the event that three or more teams have gained the same number of points, the criteria listed under clause 11.2 shall be used until a distinction between some or all of the teams is made. The positions of the teams still tied shall then be decided by returning to clause 11.2.1 and starting again.

12. Promotion and Relegation

12.1. The highest team in each division of the League Proper shall be promoted to the division above. Clause 12.3 shall apply in the case of the team finishing top of the First Division.

12.2. The bottom team in each division of the League Proper shall be relegated to the division below. This shall not apply in the case of the team finishing bottom of the League Proper.

12.3. SWKA/WKA/OKA Regional League

12.3.1. The criteria specified in Appendix 2 must be agreed at the AGM prior to the following season.
12.3.2. SWKA team that gains the right to play in the Champions Trophy shall do so.

12.3.3. In accordance to Appendix 2, each promoted club playing in the Regional League shall inform the SWKA Committee of its decision (between option 1 and 2) and that decision shall be passed to the other clubs in the SWKA area.
12.4. In the event that the divisions are expanded by one team, the top team of the lower division will be promoted to the higher division. The second placed team in the lower division and the bottom placed team in the higher division shall play off to decide who plays in the higher division.

12.5. The SWKL Committee shall decide on all relegation and promotion issues and shall adjudicate on any conflicts.

13. Playoffs

13.1. A playoff shall consist of a single match, held according to the rules of the SWKL, between the teams concerned.

13.2. In the event that three or more teams are involved in a playoff there shall be a round robin format with each team playing the other teams once.

13.3. The SWKL Committee shall designate the ‘home’ team.

13.4. The SWKL Committee shall designate the venue, date and time.

14. Standards

14.1. SWKL fixtures shall be on a pitch no smaller than 32 x 16m and in the ratio 2:1.

14.2. The Home Team shall ensure the hall is marked correctly, including all lines and a measured penalty spot and free pass circle.
14.3. Teams shall register their colours with the SWKL. This shall be done prior to the start of the SWKL season.

14.4. The home team shall ensure a set of bibs is available for each pitch being used.

14.5. In the event of two teams playing in similar strip the home team shall wear bibs or a suitably different strip.

14.6. Any team not playing in their registered colours shall inform their opponents and the SWKL Committee at least seven days prior to the match.

14.7. Fixtures

14.7.1. SWKL fixtures are of thirty minute halves with a five minute half time:

14.7.2. The minimum period of time that is available for each fixture is ninety minutes.

14.8. Shot Clock

Rule 3.12, referring to the use of the shot clock, of the Rules of Indoor Korfball shall not apply to the SWKL.

15. Referees

15.1. Each club is required to nominate two qualified referees to be available to referee League Proper fixtures as and when required. Clubs failing to nominate two referees, without due cause presented to the SWKL Committee, shall be liable to a fine as specified in Appendix A of the Guidelines
15.2. The SWKL Administrator must be notified two weeks in advance of exactly who will be refereeing each fixture.
15.3. Referees will conform with the SWKL and EKA Referees code of conduct for both League Proper and Second Team Division Matches 
15.4. For the Second Team Division, the SWKL Administrator will assign referees on the following basis:
Provisionally accredited referees from a neutral club

Provisionally accredited referees from the home club

Non-provisionally accredited referee from the home club
15.5. Referees for the League Proper shall be paid by the home team at the rate specified in Appendix A of the Guidelines. Payment shall be made as soon as is convenient once a claim has been made, supported by a receipt if necessary.

15.6. Referees, for League Proper fixtures, shall make themselves available fifteen minutes before and five minutes after the match.

15.7. In the event that a match is not played, any expenses claimed by the referee shall be paid by the offending club or, if no club is at fault, by both clubs equally.

15.8. The SWKL Administrator shall be aware of any referees that may have commitments to the National or Regional Leagues, which shall take priority in allocation of referees.

15.9. In all cases where the referee is required to take disciplinary action during or immediately after a fixture he/she shall forward a report to the SWKL Committee within forty-eight hours.

15.10. After each game, the respective captains should complete a report on the referee, which should be submitted to the SWKL committee. If the committee has not received the report within a week, they could write to the club requiring them. If the report was then still not received after a further week has passed, the offending team would forfeit the match. 
16. Discipline

16.1. Any card shall be reported to the EKA through the usual channels (Fixtures Live), and the player shall be liable to any fines or suspensions as decided by them.

16.2. Any person who receives a red card in an SWKL fixture shall be suspended for two SWKL fixtures. This will commence immediately after the SWKL Discipline Sub-Committee has confirmed the suspension or, if an appeal is lodged against the suspension, immediately thereafter. (Any appeal must be lodged by 20.00 on the Monday after a weekend game)
16.3. Three yellow cards in separate games shall be considered the same as a red card for the purposes of disciplinary actions as detailed in clause 16.2
16.4. Any person receiving a yellow or a red card in a SWKL fixture shall be liable to a fine as detailed in Appendix A.

17. General
17.1. All decisions made by the SWKL Committee shall be binding, subject to any appeal to the SWKA Executive Committee.

17.2. If a team does not fulfill the SWKL rules concerning eligibility, of the team or of any other criteria, it shall not be awarded any points for the match(es) concerned.

Rules of the South West Korfball League – Appendix A

18. Charges

18.1. Entrance fee - £195 for 2 teams
18.2. Late entrance fee – 20% of entry fee
18.3. Referee - £6
19. Team Fines

19.1. Not ready for match to start - £15
19.2. Don’t provide referee - £40
19.3. Fielding player not registered - £15
19.4. Fielding player registered with another club - £15
20. Individual Fines (EKA to set)
20.1. Yellow card - £15
20.2. Red card
21. Third Team Entry (if required)
21.1. Entrance Fee - £65


